City of Mildura 


Welcome to the 


Old Mildura Homestead 


Early History 


It is suggested that your visit commence at the 
woolshed, where a push button video is installed 
depicting the history of Mildura. 
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IN THE BEGINNING, The Old Mildura Homestead site was 
inhabited by the earliest known civilisation in Australia. 
The Aborigines called the place Mildura; meaning — Mil - 
water; dura - rock. 


The earliest white settler was Francis Jenkins, who 
squatted at Mildura in 1846, with 900 head of cattle, 10 
horses, an overseer, stock keeper, hut keeper, two 


labourers and a bullock driver. 
Ld 


The earliest record identifies the area as Tertman. Jenkins 
named it Stateman. He was unsuccessful in obtaining a 
Depasturising Licence, returned to New South Wales, and 
settled in the area opposite the site now occupied by the 
Mildara Winery. 


Hugh and Bushby Jamieson then obtained a licence. The 
run was named Yerre Yerre. 


In 1874 Alexander McEdward became the owner, in 1884 
he sold it to the Tapalin Pastoral Company, who, because 
of drought and rabbits, went into liquidation. The 
Commercial Bank of South Australia were the 
mortgagees. 


In 1885 Alfred Deakin visited California and influenced 
George and W. B. Chaffey to come to Australia and 
develop an irrigation colony at Mildura. 


George Chaffey inspected the property in 1886. This led to 
the establishment of the Victorian Irrigation Colony. 


On Thursday, 21st October, 1886, the Chaffey Agreement 
was presented to Parliament; signed by Alfred Deakin and 
George Chaffey; witnessed by R. A. Sutherland, Crown 
Solicitor, and C. W. Langtree, Secretary for Water Supply. 


The Agreement made provision for the Government to set 
aside 250,000 acres of land at Mildura and for George and 
William Chaffey to spend 300,000 pounds sterling over a 
period of five years to develop the land for closer 
settlement by means of irrigation. 


The Old Mildura Homestead has been re-created to 
remind us of our heritage; make manifest what is 
happening today, and inspire us to emulate the precept of 
our forebears. 


The development of the Homestead has been made 
possible because of the involvement of the Mildura City 
Council, the State and Federal Governments and the 
community, as part of our national heritage, it’s 
reinstatement is precise in siting, composition and 
documentation. 


The aim is not to exclude anyone because of high 
admission charges. We therefore depend on the honesty 
box at the entrance to achieve this objective. 


The council and committee of management welcome your 
visit, and trust that you enjoy what really belongs to the 
nation and you as a citizen. 

Please make a return visit, there is much to enjoy quietly 
and pleasantly. 

The park is open continuously: 


The museum sections, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. daily. 


Admission; Adults $1.00. 
Admission: Children Free. 


See Overleaf 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 


The red gum slab homestead building is a reconstruction 
of the first home built in Mildura, circa 1847, it is on the 
Original site. The reconstructed adjoining brick building, is 
identical with that built by W. B. Chaffey in 1887 as an 
addition, and was the Chaffey family home, until Rio Vista 
was completed in 1892. 


The natural beauty of ‘the surrounds and buildings, 
‘combine to make the Old Mildura Homestead complex a 
place for personal enjoyment and meditation. 


The facilities are available for social occasions, 
conventions, performing arts organisations, educational 
purposes, weddings, graphic art exhibitions, etc. The 
wharf is equipped to service river craft, barbecues and . 
fireplace provide cooking facilities, private catering is 
available. 


For information phone (050) 22 2777 or call at the Civic 
Buildings, Deakin Avenue. 
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Homestead is approximately 1.5 kms. "ions 


HOMESTEAD 


River Murray 


® 
MILDURA PRINTING SERVICES - 050 221 441 


